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Finally, Another Grinder....

Not that anybody really anticipates or looks forward to
this scree, but in case you hadn't noticed, the Grinder
has been dormant for the last year or so while its
erstwhile scribe (me, Hank) has finished rebuilding his
“ticket to ride...."

That would be Hank and his '27 Ford opera coupe
(...the pipes sing a fine chorus....)

After 3+ years of do-it-yourself modification/restorative
surgery, it is finally done—at least for now... Hope to
see y'all at the weekly and
every car show I've missed for the last three years)
You betcha!

That said, I'm now dusting off the ‘ole keyboard and
making—p; reporting on some great people, places,
and things discovered by hanging out with other java
junkies at the Saturday Soquel soiree....

Gee its good to be back on the road!
Unfortunately, the long hiatus from streetrodding and
“Grindering,” then starting medicare and social
security has hastened my slide into true geezerdom.
Hence beware, because political correctness may get
a bit challenged by a “who cares” bravado.

This rag is the closest thing ole’ Hank is gonna get to
a blog, so read up Cruisers, and if you want to sound
off, tee off, or suggest something, contact my
avatar/personal assistant at Itinder@comcast.net.

The Almost Quarterly Newsletter for the Monterey Bay A rea

curmudgeon, reporter,

photog, printer, editor,
and publisher ........

Hank the Crank

Likely Heroes

After spending some time at the Saturday morning,
March 27" Soquel cruise in, John Galli, Mike Galli,
and Chuck Derby headed for Pleasanton to check out
the 2010 Goodguy’s Spring Get Together.

In an attempt to avoid one of the exorbitant fees
(parking) the Greedguys Goodguys feel compelled to
levy, they parked near the library and began to hoof it
to the fair grounds. With at least 4 of their 5 senses
still intact and working, they heard a smoke alarm
going off in an old house nearby. John, a former fire
fighter, knew that where there is a smoke alarm, there
may be smoke and fire, and sure enough, he saw and
smelled it curling up from the house. Mike, with
younger eyes, ears, and nose, confirmed that.

Chuck, an electrical contractor, knew that where there
is a house with an electrical drop, there is a sub-panel
with a shut-off either outside or inside the house.

While John called 911 and reported the emergency in
the exact, specific lingo that fire fighters need to know
to come prepared, Chuck looked for, located, and shut
off the electricity to the house. Meanwhile, Mike made
sure that no one was inside then backed up his dad
and Chuck and waited for the pros to arrive....

Despite their quick thinking, action (and possible
heroism), all that plus $8 each got them into the
Spring Get Together.

John Chuck Mike
Nice goin’ guys...you honor us all....
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Check Out These Tires!
This radical new tire design by Michelin is believed to
be the next generation of tires. Believe it or not, they
are actually made in South Carolina, USA, not
China....

Yes, those are
really spoke like
connections to
the inner part of
the tire from the
outside tread
“wrap.”

The next picture

shows how odd it looks in motion. These tires are
airless and are scheduled to be out on the market very
soon.

The bad news
for law enforce-
ment is that
spike strips won't
stop them.

Just think of the

impact of these

tires on existing technology:

no more air valves,

Nno more air compressors at gas stations,
no more repair Kits,

no more flats.

O O0OO0Oo

Can't help but wonder how they'd work out as drag
“slicks.”
Positive Karma or Dumb Luck?
...Two icons in the same place...

March 1994 — the Oscar Meyer Wienermobile passes
Randy’s Donuts at La Cienega & Manchester Blvd. in
L.A.—back when gas was only $1.06....

Here are several random

shaps of some great past and
present cruising spots in America.
If you've been lucky enough to
experience one or more of these on
a nice spring - summer Friday or
Saturday evening, no wonder you
got hooked on cars....

top left — Bob’s Glendale top right — Mel's (movie version) middle —
the Crossroads in Santa Cruz, 1950 low middle Spivey’s in Santa
Cruz (formerly the 5 Spot), late 50’s bottom — the Chicken Villa,
Santa Cruz, 1952.

They all had car hops, but they're all long gone now....
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They're Out There

Recently the Springer TV show featured a Mississippi
couple named Bubba and Shirleen, both self-
professed bonafide “rednecks” who have 9 children.
Without much Klan or moonshine work for Bubba, they
went to a doctor to get Bubba “fixed.” Out of curiosity,
the doctor asked them “Why, after 9 children, would
you choose to do

this now?”

Bubba replied that
someone on Fox
news said that one
out of every ten
children born in the
U.S. was Mexican,
and neither he nor
his beautiful wife/1st
cousin Shirleen
wanted to take a
chance on having a
Mexican baby be-
cause neither of

them could speak Spanish. Bubba & Shirleen

10 Sharp Questions for Inquiring Minds

Hey, while you're out there swiggin’ java, bench racing
or thinking about what you’ll do next, here are some
important questions that need answers. Ask around...

1. why do they sterilize the needle for lethal

injections?

why don’t sheep shrink when it rains?

why are they called “apartments” when

they are all stuck together?

4. why do drugstores make the sick walk all
the way to the back of the store to get their
prescriptions while healthy people can buy
cigarettes at the front?

5. why do banks leave the vault door open
and then chain the pens to the counter?

6. why can’t women put on mascara with their
mouths closed?

7. why is the time of day with the slowest
traffic called “rush hour?

8. why do people order double cheese-
burgers, large fries, and a diet Coke?

9. why don’t you ever see the headline
‘Psychic Wins Lottery?’

10. Why isn’t there mouse-flavored cat food?

2.
3.

...don’t agonize too much over getting answers....

What Do You Know About “Donks”

Some of you may say, “What the hell is a Donk? And
you wouldn’t be alone. How about a “Bubble?” A
“Box?” A “Hi-Riser?

Here’s the story:  Most Donk enthusiasts agree that a
“Donk” traditionally was a 1971 — '76 Impala. The
Impala symbol (a Giselle-type antelope) was called a
“donkey” by owners, or “donk” for short.

The trend to “customize these generally inexpensive
American-built sedans by adding large-diameter,
disproportionate wheels with low- profile (read “rubber
band”) tires grew out of southern states subculture.
Doing that significantly increased ground clearance
(yea, 22"-30" wheels will do that) and the need to
modify the suspension to get wheel well clearance.
Often the front of the car sits higher than the rear and
gives the car a nose-up look. Donks are also known
as “hi-risers” or “sky-scrapers.”

Most Donk riders add really expensive features like air
jacks, audio gear, and custom paint jobs. The trend
has spread across the United States. A “box” is
another sub-type of hi-riser, usually a 1977 — 1990 era
Impala or Caprice with a boxy, squared-off front and
rear end. Other models frequently made into hi-risers,
donks, boxes, and “bubbles” are G-bodies like Buick
Regal, Olds Cutlass, EI Camino, Poncho Grand Prix,
and Bonnevilles. Gaining in donk and hi-riser
popularity are DeVilles and Sevilles, Buick
Roadmasters, Crown Vics, Merc Grand Marquis, and
the venerable Lincoln Town Cars (notice all the
“orphans” in the group?) Believe it or not, some
models are getting better sales due to the popularity of
buying them new and then turning them into Donks
and hi-risers....
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The Quarterly Horrorscopes

by Denton A. Fender (autoastrologer)
assisted as usual by Stu D. Baker, (an orphan)

Artwork by Urasmus B. Dragon  (Fool)

Aries (March 21 — April 19) You will continue to be
the original contrarian and look forward to seriously
arguing “chicken” questions like, “Why did the chicken
cross the road?” and “What came first; the chicken or
the egg?” You will begin to believe that most people,
including your relatives, are anarchists dedicated to
the overthrow of AM radio. For many years to come,
you will lead an “idiot letter” campaign to ensconce
Judge Judy on the Supreme Court. You remain quick-
tempered, impatient, and will soon write your
manifesto on the side of a 1972 Dodge Maxivan with a
box of paint pens. You will organize a professional
wrestling league for men over 70....

Taurus (April 11 — May 20) You are not very practical
now, but you are becoming even more and more
persistent in your ideas and views. You continue to
display a dogged and irrational determination to
achieve fame and you work like hell to achieve it.
Most people think you are stubborn and bull-headed.
You will soon achieve your fame as either an oft-
guoted “Tea Party” scofflaw or a Fox News talking
head....

Gemini (May 21 — June 20) Being a quick and
intelligent thinker, you will soon lead a revolt against
the DMV. Since you consider yourself a born leader,
your few followers will consider you to be a bully.
Because you lack any real talent, you will rely too
much on luck and “1-900” psychics. In the next two
months, you will spend your entire life’'s savings on
lottery “scratchers.” Your total winnings will be under
$14 ...

Be On the Look Qut for....

A short guy in a Chevy Citation (classic?) blew
through the cruise a few weeks ago raving about how
he was “swindled” (gee, never thought I'd ever use
that word....) by twin brothers from Minnesota. As he
tells it, they brought their “shop” with them, it being a
really old Allied long-haul moving van. (a “single-bay”
shop no doubt). He was attracted by the “mobile
repair” nature of the business, and because of the 8
signs they had attached to all the tractor & trailer
doors:

He said he “found” their truck (shop) parked hidden
among some abandoned gravel trucks down near the
river. A telephone number for Good — Cheap — Fast
Service had been painted with shoe polish under
each sign. He immediately called on his cell phone
and was directed to wait there; they'd be right out.

Within 2 minutes of his call, the two small “inspection
vent doors” on the back of the trailer opened up and
two very similar heads looked out. After his initial
shock and terror (their look, plus the inspection doors
were 11’ above the bed of the trailer!) he was relieved
when they came out the side doors to see that they
were only about 6’ 10” or so.

He signed up for a “Fast & Cheap” oilffilter change
because it was only $19.99, but began to question his
choice when they used the power tailgate and two
bumper jacks to get his Citation airborne. One twin
lined up three Y2-gallon plastic milk containers (the
same kind provided by Green Waste and the landfill)
filled with the new & improved “dark oil.” He was
directed to their “waiting room” in the front of the trailer
where a VHS was playing continuous loops of 1950’s
“Mr. Science” episodes and the complete season two
of “Pee Wee’s Playhouse.

He remembered that among the 40 or 50 calendar
pictures of kittens on the walls, there was one of the
twins. Apparently the unnamed brothers had
auditioned to be Calvin Klein underwear models, but
failed to be chosen. Apparently, they got the audition
photo as a consolation gift.

When asked why he was so pissed off at the brothers,
his response pretty much summed up why he was
driving a Chevy Citation: “They darn well had that
sign hooked to their truck and they darn well
never gave me my $19.99 worth of stamps....half a
book more and | coulda got that electric can
opener!”

The Sign

The Minnesota Twins

So Cruisers, be on the lookout for these not-too-hard-
to-miss brothers and their “mobile” repair shop. The
last spotting I'm aware of was down at the small-craft
harbor waste oil recycling shed....
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Remembering 1959

Occasionally, we get a '59 vehicle (mostly Chevys) at
the cruise in. When we do, they are spectacular.

Like this a beautiful '59 El
Camino with a great
“security” system....
(“Prince Harry,” or
“Winston,” or some-

thing like that)....

Like any year, there were some real “lows” and “highs”
in 1959:
o Nikita Khrushchev was not allowed to visit
Disneyland,

o the U.S. recognized Castro’s government,

o the first Titan intercontinental missile was

introduced,

0 Buddy Holly, Richie Valens, and Jiles Perry
Richardson (the Big Bopper) died in a plane
crash outside Clearlake, lowa on February 3,
1959—the day the music died....

Alaska & Hawaii were admitted to the Union,
Ford discontinued the Edsel,

Motown Records was founded,

the Ist Daytona 500 was won by Lee Petty,
the Ist Grammy awards were presented,
Mattel introduced the Barbie doll,

and best of all—Larry *“the Painter”
Montanez was born in November, 1959....

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

Here’s Larry standing beside a car from his nataly  ear.
He probably painted it....

Larry by his Camaro at one of the last “Rods at the
Drive-in" nights, 2007.

This is a shot of Larry with
Wally, the human Wurlitzer
and his mojo, Robby, the

Robot.

Morbius and the real
Robby....

Larry enjoys the repu-
tation of being one of
the best car painters
around. Itis not un-
usual for someone to
bring him their car from
out of the area to be
painted.

from Nevada

While he is a professional “gunslinger” for Autorella in
Santa Cruz, there’s no doubt that word and evidence
of his work attracts customers from all over.

Recently, when his white Honda Ridgeline stopped
turning female heads, Larry traded it off for a new
white Dodge Challenger (hemi edition). So let's see,
he’'s got a new Challenger, a great Camaro, and an
old Poncho station wagon (the “fishin’ car). All he
needs now is a great personalized license plate—one
guaranteed to stir the curiosity of beautiful, single
women everywhere, plus give him an air of mystery.
Here it is:

Believe or not, if you read it correctly, “GHOTI" is
pronounced “FISH.” Stumped? Maybe review your
“Hooked on Phonics” or ask Larry. We love ya buddy.
Congratulations on 50 trips around the sun....
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Vern’s Glory Day

If you know or don't know veteran car guy and modern
blacksmith Vern Caron, the Sultan of the No Show
Car Show, you soon learn of his hidden passion for
the Crosley, a bedside table radio with wheels.... He
will deny it, but when you notice the little smile and
twinkle in his eyes you know — he wants one.... Well,
on Saturday morning, May 1% at the Soquel Caffeine
Cruise-In, his secret love arrived.

On his way west, about 7:00 a.m., Hank encountered
Treven Baker and his 1948 Crosley circling alone in
the Rancho Del Mar Shopping Center parking lot.

Being true to caffeine &
carburetors, he was led to our
North 41% Avenue location
where several other cruisers
had begun to gather.

Not long after, one of
the 6-8 cars of Vern
Caron, the mean black
El Camino, arrived and
parked right behind
Treven'’s Crosley.

Larry, the aforementioned “GHOTI,” immediately went
to Vern and told him that he, Larry, had just bought the
Crosley for $500. Vern was having none of that and
searched out the rightful owner. All morning, Vern
never got more that about 20’ from the Crosley. He
knew and shared all the stats from the massive 26 hp
mill to the optional trim, accessories, and body
configurations available from Crosley. Vern’s Crosley
expertise was second only to Treven'’s.

Soon bets were laid that it wouldn’t be long before Vern
would be in_that car or know the reason why! How
could Treven resist? Vern had lubed him up with six
cups of coffee, three apple fritters, and a promised tour
of his car barn, foundry, and early 1900’'s machine
shop....

Around about 9:30 or so, as a few cars fired up for
departure, the sound of the Crosley’s hood dropping
was heard. And then the engine cranked and caught.
Slowly, but surely, the Crosley inched forward in little
jerks, died, was started again, jerk, jerk. It looked dark
inside. Did they find 12 clowns to go for a ride? Nope.
You guessed it — Vern!

Look at the grin on that man’s face! Treven is holding
on for dear life. Vern notices the “slide back” side
windows and thinks he is James Taylor (the “Driver” in
the classic film “Two Lane Blacktop”).

Vern launches, no more
jerking, and heads towards
Starbuck’s. Uh Oh! What's
happened? Vern stops. Yep,
too much sensory overload.

The next day, Sunday morning at the No Show Car
Show, Vern has ridden his mint '70 Triumph Bonneville
in order to leave room for the Crosley and his guest,
Treven.

The Crosley was a no show,
but since it was the first one
of its kind at the Cruise in, we
believe it will be back. So
Vern? Hope

springs

eternal....



The Grinder, pg. 7

Here are some java j-pegs from the candid coffee cup

cam:

Homemade
Motorhome....

Professor Fate &
his Hannibal 8 from
the 1965 film

“The Great Race”

This wraith drifts
through the gathering
every now and then. It

seems like the spectral

modern spawn of

Professor Fate....

Carbs - Carbs - Carbs

never buy a house from Wal-Mart

Oil Pan Hibachi

Winter cabin fever + hot rod too long in garage

proposed stop light for 41 % & Soquel Ave.

“| wasn't speeding officer; | was qualifying...”
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The 4 Basic Caffeine Cruise-In Rules
(Simplified)

1. NO BURNOUTS

2. NO WHEELIES

3. NO WELDING OF GAS TANKS

4. NO FUNNY MUGS....

Get 6-Pack Abs -- The Easy Way!

If They Had Only Known....
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Some Good People Doing Some Good Stuff -- Try ‘em

...but not this guy ﬁ
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Some Upcoming Car Events
(some free, some cheap, some a bit more $$$)

May 16 9 a.m.— 3 p.m. - 8th Annual Canyon Cruise and Car Show — San Juan Ba  utista.
Held by the Gold Coast Rods, Inc.

21 — 22 — 23" Monterey Rock & Rod Festival — Monterey Cnty Fairgr ~ ounds

June 5 -6 —-Some Greedguys event — Pleasanton

12 — 13 — Capitola Rod & Custom Classic — Capitola Village

19 — Elkhorn Show ‘n’ Shine — Watsonville Elk's Lodge 121 Martinelli St.
Pre-reg until June 14=%$15, day of show=$25 8 a.m

July 3 —Watsonville Chevy Dealers (check with Watsonville Chevrolet for details)
4 — the “World’s Shortest Parade” - Aptos

10 — 11 — Hot Rods on the Green — Twin Lakes Church, Aptos
Contact: John Galli @ (831) 359-3301. Held by the Kingsmen Car Club

17 - (Hank’s 66 ™ trip around the sun...) — “Cops & Rodders” — Siltane n Park,
Scott’s Valley.

August 3 — 8 — Hot August Nights — Reno, Nevada
Castroville Moonlighters 2010 show n shine Dates: noon to 4 p.m. Next to Bu  rger King

11290 Merritt Street (Across from the Giant Arti  choke) - $5
May 29 - June 26 - July 31 - August 28

Some regularly scheduled FREE events:

Cruise-In EVERY SATURDAY, 7 a.m — 9:30 or so... Nor th 41% Ave. Starbucks.

The NO SHOW CAR SHOW — EVERY SUNDAY, 7:15 or so to 9:30 or so — Coffetopia , 3701 Portola
Dr. Live Oak. This is a smaller scale gatheringth  at is a nice alternative to 80+ cars....

...feedback & Info regarding news and events is appreciated. Contact me at: Itinder@comcast.net
Otherwise, catch me at the cruise-in.




